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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To remove a wafer from an 
electrostatic chuck readily by generating potential difference 
between two electrodes and applying a voltage to two 
electrodes to make polarity of potential of a wafer opposite 
to polarity of electric charge on a wafer. 
SOLUTION: An disk-like A electrode 2 is arranged at a 
center on an insulation base 8 and a ring-like B electrode 3 
is arranged concentrically with the A electrode 2. A wafer 1 
is pressed to a surface of an electrostatic chuck slightly and 
-400 V is applied to the A electrode 2 and +400 V is applied 
to the B electrode 3 while a switch 12 is made ready to apply 
a voltage to the A electrode 2 and the B electrode 3 
separately. The wafer 1 is subjected to electrostatic 
attraction on an insulator film 4 and the wafer 1 is etched. 
When the wafer 1 is removed from an electrostatic chuck 
after etching, +600 V is applied to the A electrode 2 and - 
600 V is applied to the B electrode 3 to make polarity of 
potential of the wafer 1 opposite to polarity of an electric 
charge on the wafer 1 . 
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